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SUBJECT: TURKISH REACTION TO GREEK EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN THE EMBARGO 
REF: ANKARA 2741 (NOTAL) 

1 . REFTEL'S FUNDAMENTAL POINT THAT GREECE HAS AN INTEREST 

IN STRONG, CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
AND TURKEY IS A GOOD ONE AND ONE WHICH WE HAVE BEEN MAKING 
TO GREEKS FOR SEVERAL YEARS. AT AN INTELLECTUAL LEVEL MANY 
GREEKS ARE WILLING TO CONCEDE THE POINT. BUT IN THE 
SUBSEQUENT DEBATE THEY REMAIN UNCONVINCED THAT ANY CONCRETE 
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GREEK OBJECTIVE IS SERVED BY LESSENING U.S. PRESSURES 

2. GREECE’S DEALINGS WITH TURKEY ARE DOMINATED BY A 
SENSE OF INSECURITY AND FEAR IN FACING A MUCH LARGER, 

MORE POWERFUL AND, THEY BELIEVE, EXPANSIONIST NEIGHBOR. THESE 
INSECURITIES, ROOTED IN HISTORY AND CULTURE BUT RENEWED 
AND STRENGTHENED SINCE THE 1974 INVASION OF CYPRUS, 
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REST AT THE HEART OF THE GREEK CONCERN WITH THE LIFTING 
OF THE EMBARGO. IF THE GREEKS WERE MORE CONFIDENT OF 
TURKISH INTENTIONS THEY WOULD REACT WITH LESS ALARM 
TO THE IDEA OF LIFTING THE EMBARGO. 

3. THE GOG HAS UNDOUBTEDLY CONSIDERED THE IMPLI- 
CATIONS OF INCREASED TURKISH ANGER AND HOSTILITY 
TOWARDS GREECE. BUT COMMITTED AS IT IS TO THE WORST 
CASE INTERPRETATION OF TURKISH CAPABILITIES AND 
INTENTION S , AND GIVEN ITS PERCEPTION OF THE SIGNALS 

COMING FROM ANKARA, IT UNDOUBTEDLY PREFERS A CONTINUATION 
OF THE EMBARGO TO THE OTHER CHOICE IT ENVISIONS, A 
REVITALIZED TURKISH MILITARY THREAT. 

4. WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO ALL WE CAN TO ENCOURAGE 
GREEK UNDERSTANDING OF WHY THE U.S. IS SEEKING 

TO END THE EMBARGO. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT BELIEVE 
WE WOULD STIMULATE ADDITIONAL GOG FLEXIBILITY IN NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH TURKEY OR DISCOURAGE GOG OPPOSITION TO LIFTING 
THE EMBARGO BY PUBLICLY OR PRIVATELY ALLUDING TO THE 
INCREASED TURKISH THREAT TO GREEK SECURITY SHOULD THE 
EMBARGO CONTINUE. ON THE CONTRARY, SUCH A PLOY WOULD 
FURTHER CONFIRM GREEK SUSPICIONS ABOUT TURKISH 
INTENTIONS WHILE HEIGHTENING THE CONVICTION HERE THAT 
THE BEST GREEK COURSE IS TO DENY TURKEY ACCESS TO ARMS. 
MCCLOSKEY 
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